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Co Longford PPN: l inking community groups with Longford County Council and other 

decision making bodies. 

Have a say in the development of your County for now and future generations!! 
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1. NEWS FROM LONGFORD PPN 
 

Public Participation Network update: 
 

Meetings held/ planned: 
 

¶ Second County Plenary Meeting held Longford Library 27.03.17  

¶ PPN Secretariat Meeting 26.03.17 / 03.05.17 

¶ Salesforce Training 17th May. PPN Worker to attend 

¶ Disability Network meeting to be held. Waiting for National Disability Federation 
worker to be in place for Longford 

¶ Ballymahon, Granard, Longford Municipal District Meetings provisionally booked 7th, 
12th and 13th June. 

 
Training: 
PR Training will be delivered to PPN members by Edel Hackett, Persuasion Republic 10.05.17 
in the EDI Centre 6.30pm ς 9pm.  
 
Approx. 80 staff attended PPN training on 27th and 28th March 2017. Training was delivered 
by Social Justice Ireland and the PPN Development Officer. Thanks to all who attended. 
 

Community Representative Vacancy: 
The County Longford PPN is currently seeking nominations for a community representative 
on to the Board of Longford Community Resources clg (LCRL) - Community representatives 
going forward for this position must have a focus on Culture and Heritage issues. 

If your community group is interested in culture and/or heritage then please join the PPN 
LCRL Linkage Group by contacting the PPN office. Deadline for submitting nominations is 
Monday 18th May 2017.  
Invitations will be circulated/posted to all member groups tomorrow so please notify all 
your members. 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/


       

  
  
   

 

  
Page 3  of 31  

Co. Longford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb :@longfordppn  

Twitter: @LongfordPPN  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Co. Longford Public Participation Network,Longford Community Enterprise Centre, Business & Technology Park , 
Ballinalee Road, Longford 

 

General:  
The PPN Facebook page is Co Longford Public Participation Network. @longfordppn 
If your group has any information they would like posted please contact us on Facebook 
where we will share your information or if you are not on Facebook e-mail ppn@longford-
coco.ie and we will post it on your behalf. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ά[ƛƪŜέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƘŀǊŜέ our page!! 
Follow us on Twitter @LongfordPPN 
If there are any ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ not yet registered with the County Longford 
PPN you can do so by downloading the form at www.longfordcoco.ie , e-mail ppn@long-
fordcoco.ie or contact Siobhán at 087 261 5583 

   

2. ²I!¢Ω{ hb Lb ¸h¦w a¦bL/Lt![ 5L{¢wL/¢? 
 

New for the month of March / April: 
  
Longford Writers Group: Invites you to one of their up and running events, the Artist's and 
Author's evening in Longford library, Monday April 24th. The first one of these events was 
held last November and was such a success that they are now holding another one. The idea 
of the evening is to combine original artwork submitted by locals who have never exhibited 
before, along with poetry and prose from the writers group and also music by new emerging 
singer's /musicians.  

If you require further information or would like to join this creative exciting group please 
contact Maggi at mags.mckenna5@hotmail.com or phone 0879445463.  

Longford Voices United Gospel Choir: if there is an event any community group/organisa-
tion would like the Gospel choir to attend please contact Bride Gobl musical director on 
0872101376 and we will be happy to come along , sing and bring along lots of fun and 
cheer!! 
 
Longford County Choir will perform a concert on 28th May in St Mel's Cathedral at 7.30 pm 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳŜǎǘ {ƻƭƻƛǎǘǎΣ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ϵмлΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϵнлΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ /ƻƴπ
nections France and Argentina and will feature the music of the French composer Gabriel 
Faure and the Argentinian composer Ariel Ramirez. The towns of Longford, Ballymahon and 
Drumlish/Ballinamuck have been twinned with French towns for many years. There was a 
large emigration to Argentina from South Longford and adjacent parts of Westmeath in the 
19th and 20th centuries and there is still a strong affiliation with Argentina in these areas. 
 

Ballymahon Day Care 
Flora Mini Marathon: A ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎϥ aƛƴƛ 
Marathon as a fundraiser for the centre on 5th June. Weekly training sessions have been on-
going since January. Sponsorship cards are out in circulation presently and your support 
would be greatly appreciated. Please contact Breda Greaves Manager of the centre if any-
body would like to support on 09064 384457 
 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Longford-Public-Participation-Network/1583548325216241?ref=hl
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
mailto:ppn@longfordcoco.ie
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Flower Arranging: Every Tuesday a tutor from LWETB attends the centre from 11am to 
12.30pm.  
 
Art & Craft classes: On Wednesdays, a tutor also from LWETB delivers classes from 11am to 
12.30pm  
 
Exercise Classes: On Thursdays, a fitness instructor holds an exercise class from 11.30 to 
12.30pm 
 
Meals: Lunch is served daily from 12.30pm to 1.pm ϵс ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
 
Day Trip: On 4th July, ŀ Řŀȅ ǘǊƛǇ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ DŀƭǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎ ƛǎ ϵмлΣ 
there are a few spaces left if anyone is interested, please contact Breda Greaves on 09264 
38445 to arrange. 
 

[ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƛƴƪ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмтΥ Stay up to date with all events and activities at LWL by 
liking our Facebook page - www.facebook.com/longfordwomenslink 
 
[ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘΩǎ CƛƴŜst Truck Run: LWL would like to express its sincere thanks to the committee 
ƻŦ [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘΩǎ CƛƴŜǎǘ ¢ǊǳŎƪ wǳƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ [²[ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмт 
ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƻƳΩǎ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ²ƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ aŀƪŜ-A-Wish Ireland. The Festival weekend took 
place from April 28-30 and a full update will be provided in the May eBulletin.  
 
Longford Women's Manifesto Group: [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ DǊƻǳǇ meet regularly 
at LWL. If you have an interest in how decisions are made in your local community and 
would like to be involved in this dynamic group please email tarafarrell@lwl.ie for more de-
tails. All meeting dates are on our Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/Womens-
Manifesto/ so just like to stay updated.  
 
LWL Willow Traders Furniture and Clothing Shopς seeking volunteers: [ƻƴƎŦƻǊŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Link new furniture and clothing social enterprise is open from Monday to Saturday 10am-
5.30pm. We are currently seeking volunteers for a variety of roles - sales, merchandising, 
sorting through clothing donations, furniture removals etc. Training will be provided and 
regular volunteer hours are available. If you're interested please email managerwillowtrad-
ers@lwl.ie or phone Dee on 085 252 1701 for an application form. Garda Vetting will be re-
quired for all volunteers. See our Facebook page for regular updates (LWL Willow Traders ς 
NewToYou) 
 

Catkins Mobile Childcare Solutions now recruiting! Catkins Mobile Childcare Solutions at 
LWL is now recruiting for childcare staff. You must hold a QQI Level 5 or 6 qualification, a 
clean driving licence and access to transport. Interviews will be held in May 2017. Please 
phone Marissa on 085 800 7253 or email csp.manager@lwl.ie for further information. Garda 
Vetting will be required.  
 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=84v-2DBrvUDDuGtSWOxz3kTjTsfe-xjE80uvvHDiUw&s=346&u=http%3a%2f%2f1%2epm
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=obn_2H0F6_YesEEkZU_ITS0yOZy6Lcu_R9wzebKwQA&s=346&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2efacebook%2ecom%2flongfordwomenslink
mailto:tarafarrell@lwl.ie
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=obn_2H0F6_YesEEkZU_ITS0yOZy6Lcu_R4gzf76zEQ&s=346&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2efacebook%2ecom%2fWomensManifesto%2f
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=obn_2H0F6_YesEEkZU_ITS0yOZy6Lcu_R4gzf76zEQ&s=346&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2efacebook%2ecom%2fWomensManifesto%2f
mailto:managerwillowtraders@lwl.ie
mailto:managerwillowtraders@lwl.ie
mailto:csp.manager@lwl.ie
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Longford County Childcare: School Aged Capital Funding - open to childcare services and 
schools.  Closing date May 5th 2017.  For further information, please contact Long-
ford   County Childcare Committee on 043 3342505 or visit www.pobal.ie 

 
The Springlawn Resource Centre: 
Volunteers: we are always happy looking for residents from the area to lend a hand with 
keeping up the appearance of the estate and the flower beds now that spring is on its way. 
If you have some spare time and like planting we can help with this as we have a polytunnel 
which can be used. For more information on this contact Mary on 087/3749950 
The Weekly Read: Springlawn Community Resource Centre Welcomes you to a free read of 
the Longford Leader each Thursday morning.  You can have a quick read over the job section 
or news section and see if there is something that catches your eye, or just have a friendly 
chat about what is going on in our town. Everyone is welcome. Thursday morning 10am to 
1pm 

Seed sharing: Would you like to do some seed sharing here in Springlawn Resource Centre. 
We all like to have a variety of flowers in our garden so if you have too much of one and not 
enough of the other here is the place to come.  The Resource Centre has a polytunnel if you 
want to plant your own seedlings now is your chance to watch them grow. Seed sharing can 
be lots of fun to do with the neighbours. For more information contact Mary on 
087/3749950 
Looking for work: We search for Local jobs each week online.  A printout of local vacancies 
is available on our notice board each week. If you require help with applying for any of the 
jobs we will be happy to help 
More information on or call 087/3749950 
 
Rath Mhuire Resource Centre - Fundraiser:  Tickets re raffle in regard to our prize of a one 
week break, in a two bedroom apartment in Medjugorje (available during the month of Oc-
tober 2017)  together with other prizes, are  available at Rath Mhuire Centre   We are very 
grateful to our donors and sponsors for this marvellous prize and grateful  for your support.  
All funds go to our work in the local community.      
 
!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ¢Ŝŀ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ: We will be hosting our Annual Tea Morning in Rath Mhuire Centre 
on Thursday 4th May 10- мǇƳ ƛƴ ŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  !ƭƭ ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ 
used for local services. We would be delighted for your support for this very worthy cause.  
 
Moatsiders Active Retirement Group: Our next meeting date is on Thursday 13th April  at 
2.30 in Rath Mhuire Centre.  We will be starting Mindfulness Classes and all are welcome.    
 
wŀǘƘ aƘǳƛǊŜ aŜƴΩǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƭǳō: Our next meeting date is Tuesday 9th May at 12.30 in Rath 
Mhuire Centre, and we will be continuing our Woodwork projects. Good Food and good 
company guaranteed!     
 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=ud6A2ey2Rcl5d3ElD3-F3Qqi8Au04sn7a_VhVP9h7Q&s=346&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2epobal%2eie
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Granard Writers: We are planning a trip for our next meeting (to inspire all of us!), details of 
same and time to be confirmed in the coming weeks. We promote creative writing in a re-
laxed and informal setting and always welcome new participants and voices.  
 
Granard Area Historical Society: The group are starting a range of very interesting projects 
and will also be planning a number of historical trips in the coming months, details re these 
will be in the coming newsletters and Leader Notes.  
 
Conversational Irish:  A number of people have expressed interest in starting this and we 
will be arranging an evening/morning session in the next couple of weeks.   If you are inter-
ested, please let us know.   
 
Dolmen Centre ς Aughnacliffe:  
Dolmen Failte Active Retirement Group: Our next meeting will be on Tuesday May 2nd @ 
2pm and we will be starting our Arts & Crafts project.       
Dolmen Daycare Services: Next meeting dates will be on Wednesday 3rd, 17th & 31st May at 
noon in the Dolmen Centre. A home cooked meal and a range of activities are part of our 
Day-care Services and everyone is warmly welcomed.  
North Longford Men: Meeting dates for May are Friday- 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th at noon in the 
Dolmen Centre  
 
We always give a very warm welcome to new members who would like to participate in any 
of the groups or activities, for any information on any of the above, contact Jackie or Lucy @ 
043-6686309. Transport available for both Centres 
 
Backstage Theatre Group present  

Two One Act plays. 

ά¢ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ tŜǘŀƭǎ Cŀƭƭέ ōȅ IŀǊǊȅ Dƭŀǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ tŀǘ WƻŜ 
McLoughlin. 
Set in a centre for women victims of domestic violence. A moving 
and emotive piece where the women discuss their experiences and 
share opinions in a no holds barred manner. 

ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘέΣ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳŜŘȅ ōȅ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ Yƛǘǘȅ wƻŘƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
be the directorial debut for Gráinne Milner. 
Mr Burke, head of Department has gotten into trouble with the 
media. It is up to Rita, Sharon and Toby to write a press release that 
will get him out of trouble. Jimmy the caretaker holds it all together. 

Tickets are available from Backstage Theatre box office www.backstage.ie   0433347888 

Creative Ardagh: The King at the Back of the Hill Anthology. We have been asked to extend 
the deadline! New deadline is now Friday, 19th May 2017. We are looking for art, photog-
raphy, poetry, fiction and factual writings inspired by King Maine, Son of Niall of the Nine 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=qf2C2QAtpC_9CoNT_UsNP1YwFMg4Sobxb_uJftCczQ&s=346&u=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2ebackstage%2eie
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Hostages, St. Patrick and Longford, Liam De Paor and the archaeological digs in Ardagh, Adel 
Coleman and her revisit to the dig at The Back of the Hill. Sure, we all knew there was a King 
at the Back of the Hill, didn't we!! For further information please contact Ann and Annette 
on creativeardagh@gmail.com 
 

Lus Na Greine FRC, Granard: Computer Coding for young people (8-12 years) 
Next 6-week course begins Saturday 6th May - BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 
TO BOOK: Text/call Eamonn on 0851292282 or email midlandscoding@gmail.com 
***Learn fundamental programming concepts*** 
***Build interactive games and animations*** 
Class time: 10:00 to 11:00 @ Lus Na Greine 
Class size is limited to 8 children ς ϵрлΦлл ǇŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 
 
Fun with Art: For children aged 5 to 12 
олϵ ŦƻǊ р ǿŜŜƪǎΣ Saturdays at 11-12. We do cooking and some experiments as well!!! 
Contact Lus Na Greine or Ewa Pajerowska 0870677619 
 
Grow Positive Mental Health: The group meet every Tuesday evening in Lus na Greine @ 
8pm. This is a great forum to boost your mental and physical well-being in a relaxed, confi-
dential and empathetic environment. Call 043 66 60944 for further details. 
 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Mini Marathon: Help us raise fund by walking, running or sponsoring. All support 
appreciated 
 

3. LOCAL NEWS & SERVICES: 

 
 

Community Lotto could be coming your way!!!!  
 

 
 
Outtake Community Media is looking into setting up a community Lotto for Co. Longford.  
 
All community groups that sign up and sell tickets would share in the profits from the Lotto. 
While the tickets (envelopes) can be bought by anybody they can only be sold by or on be-
half of a registered PPN Community Group insuring that the profits go back into our local 
community. 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
mailto:creativeardagh@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/lusna.greine
https://www.facebook.com/pajerowska
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We have created a short survey (link below) in order to gauge a response to the Idea and 
would love if you would take 2 minutes to answer the questions and give any thoughts you 
may have on the idea. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/H26YYST 
 
If youΩre not in you canΩt win, if you ŘƻƴΩǘ have your say it may never come your way so 
complete the survey PPN Groups!!! 
 
Longford Volunteer Centre:  

National Volunteering Week will take place from 15th to 21st May 2017. The focus of this 
year's campaign is to showcase the benefits that volunteering can have on a person's health 
and wellbeing. Volunteers often say that while people think that volunteers are helping 
them, it's often them who help the volunteers.  

During National Volunteering Week, Longford Volunteer Centre will be holding an Open Day 
on Thursday 18th May at 10.30 am until 12.30 pm when anyone can drop in to our office at 6 
Earl Street, Longford and learn more about volunteering with no obligation.  

If you've thought about volunteering but never taken the plunge, this is the perfect time to 
learn how you can get involved. If that time does not suit, we will be in the Shopping Centre 
from 12.30 pm to 2 pm on the same day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=6600&d=-ZSL2ZeV9Tob4HvvCEXTr32j6sFkhiWacDdt82DxJQ&s=346&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2esurveymonkey%2ecom%2fr%2fH26YYST
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Volunteer Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

Click to view this email in a browser   

Upcoming  Events for Volunteer Managers  

Garda Vetting Information Session -  15th May 7pm - 8pm -  EDI Centre, 

Longford. To book a place -  please contact Terri 087 2915637 or 

email:Terri@volunteerlongford.ie  

 

Workshop for Volunteer Managers  "Dealing with Difficult Sit uations" -  

17th May 1.30pm - 4.30pm. EDI Centre, Longford. Please contact Angela 

to book your place -  087 7594770 or email: Angela@volunteerlongford.ie  

 

 

National Volunteering Week 15th - 21st May 2017  

Longford Volunteer Centre will be host-

ing an O pen Mornin g, 18th May 

11am - 12.30pm  at 6 Earl Street, Long-

ford. If you would like to find out more 

about volunteering, please call in and 

have a chat with us.  

 

 

We all be hosting an information Stand in Longford Shopping Centre 

18th April from 12noon - 2.30pm,  if you w ould like to drop by to talk to us.  

 

Volunteering Opportunities  

(Please click on the blue link for further informa tion and to ap ply for the role)  

 

Volunteers required for Special Olympics Connaught  National Annual Col-

lection Day, May 5th in Longford Town  

 

Volunteers required for The Longford Friends of The Children of Cherno-

byl  bag pack in Dunnes Stores Longford  on Saturday 6th May 2017 from 

10 - 6  

 

Happy Hear t Volunteers  required to sell heart pins on 12th May  to raise 

funds for Irish Heart Foundation  

 

Table Quiz   in Spiral Tree Bar , Main St, Longford on Friday 26 th  May  in 

aid of Irish Heart Foundation  

 

  

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://hosted.verticalresponse.com/1459817/9348b7e1f5/TEST/TEST/%7BVR_HOSTED_LINK%7D
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iCl6kIAC&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iCxOVIA0&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iCxOVIA0&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iCjkuIAC&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
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Committee Members required for Bridgeways Family Resource Centre ,  

Ballymahon, Longford  

 

Volunteer Receptionist/ Administrator  required for Bridgeways Family 

Resource Centre, Ballymahon, Longford.  

 

Volunteer Retail Assistant  required for Revamp Store  in the EDI  Centre, 

Athlone Road, Longford  

 

Volunteer Gardener  and DIY Volunteer  required for Comm unity 

House,  Springlawn RCDG  

 

Volunteer Retail Assistants  required for LWL Willow Traders  -  New to 

You, Longford Town  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
The Attic House: ItΩs that time of year again, ELIMINATOR CHALLENGE. 
 
All funds raised go towards the running costs of the Attic House This year the event is on 
June 17th in the Rugby Club. Anyone interested in putting in a team please contact Ruth on 
087 2626806 for a pack. This is the 4th year to run this event. It has grown from strength to 
strength each year. The target this year is 30 teams so take on the challenge and sign up to-
day 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iD6ZSIA0&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iD6ZIIA0&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000Q5Js5IAF&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000iD5inIAC&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
http://volunteering.force.com/OpportunityDetail?id=a00D000000dSwxsIAC&showWrapper=true&showEmail=true
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Co. Longford Public Participation Network  
E- mail: ppn@longfordcoco.ie; Web: www.longfordcoco.ie  

fb :@longfordppn  

Twitter: @LongfordPPN  

 
Siobhan Cronogue, Co. Longford Public Participation Network,Longford Community Enterprise Centre, Business & Technology Park , 
Ballinalee Road, Longford 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.longfordcoco.ie/

